CENTRAL EUROPEAN PILGRIMAGE 2007
March 16, 2007  Fly on your own to WARSAW.  Please advise flight Nos.
March 17, 2007  WELCOME TO KRAKOW.  After checking in the hotel, depart for a walking city tour of Krakow which includes St. Mary’s Cathedral and the famous Wawel Castle.  Guided tour is full day with local guide in Czestochowa.  Then we go to Czestochowa - the spiritual capital of Poland where we will be celebrating Mass at the monastery of Jasna Gore which houses the miraculous icon of the Black Madonna, painted by St. Luke the Apostle on a table manufactured by St. Joseph for the Holy Family.  It was taken from Jerusalem to Constantinople and in the late 10th century was given to Princess Anna, wife of Vladimir of Kiev.  Dinner and overnight in Krakow at the 5* SHERATON Hotel.
March 18, 2007  KRAKOW.  After breakfast we will celebrate Mass in Lugiowniki, site of the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, where St. Faustina died on October 5, 2938.  Guide to go with group to Lagiewniki 1/s day.  We will visit the convent chapel in which her body lies beneath the miraculous image of the Divine Mercy.  Dinner and overnight in Krakow at the 5* SHERATON Hotel.
March 19, 2007 KALWARIA ZEBRZYDOWSKA / PRAGUE.  Today we travel to Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, famous for the “Calvary Paths” that His Holiness Pope John Paul 11 used to walk to from Wadowice.  Guide to go with group to Kalwaria Zebrzydowska.  We will visit the Bernardine Monastery and Baroque Church of Our Lady of Angels.  Then we bid farewell to Poland as we travel to Prague via Wadowice, the birthplace of Pope John Paul II, whose real name is Karol Wojtyla.  Our brief stop will include a visit to his Holiness’ family house, now a museum.  Then we proceed on our journey to Prague.  Dinner and overnight in Prague at the 4* MOEVENPICK Hotel.

March 20, 2007  PRAGUE.  After breakfast we will start the day with a panoramic tour of the Golden city of Prague which includes the State Opera, National Museum, Wenceslas Square and Prague’s Castle District.  Guided tour of Prague for 7 hours.  Then we continue with a walking tour of the Hradcany District, crossing the famous Charlos Bridge, St. Vitus Cathedral the Old Royal Palace and the Golden Lane, culminating at the Church of Our Lady of Victory where the original Infant Jesus of Prague is kept.  In the afternoon, depart for Vienna.  Overnight in Vienna at the 4* ANANAS hotel.

March 21, 2007 VIENNA / BAVARIA.  After breakfast we travel to Vienna via Manezell a little town situated on a gentle slope at the eastern end of the Austrian Alps.  Its documented history begins in the year 1025.  A century later the Benedictines erected a monastery there, which they dedicated to St. Lambrecht.  It is the place of prayer that give rise to the now famous shrine where we will be celebrating Mass.  Countless pilgrims from all over Europe have been recipients of miraculous cures, which have been documented.  In the afternoon, we will visit Melk Abbey, recognized as one of the finest Baroque buildings in the world.  The Benedictine Monastery, has long served as an important spiritual and cultural center of Austria.  Then we continue our journey as we cross to Bavaria, Germany to visit the shrine of Our Lady of Altotting which houses the miraculous wooden statue of Our Lady, Holding the Christ Child on Her Right Arm.  We will also visit the magnificent figure of Our Lady with the Golden Horse kept in the treasury.  Made in the early 15th century of solid gold, it is regarded as one of the finer pieces of medieval goldsmith’s work in Europe.  It depicts a Virgin and Child surrounded by angels and children, and at her feet is a little lamb among flowers made of gemstones.  An unusual feature of the shrine is a collection of 24 human hearts kept in silver urns in the Chapel, bequeathed by rulers of Bavaria who wished to express their love of Our Lady.  Dinner and overnight in Vienna at the 4* ANANAS Hotel.
March 22, 2007  VIENNA.  After breakfast enjoy a panoramic tour of the city, including a stop in Grinzig, then to Silbergasse to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of the Bowed Head.  Afternoon free.  Guided tour of Vienna is 3 hours.  Dinner and overnight in Vienna at the 4* ANANAS Hotel.

March 23, 2007  SALZBURG.  Depart Vienna for Salzburg.  Guided tour of Salzburg is 3 hours.  Enjoy a panoramic city tour of Salzburg, which includes Mirabel Gard, Castle Helburn, and the Getroidegasse.  Then we continue to Mondsee, the setting of the Sound of Music movie.  Marvel at the spectacular scenery as we travel south.  We will also visit the famous wedding church.  On the way back we will visit the most picturesque village of St. Gilgen at the Wolfganger.  See the birthplace of Mozart’s mother.  In the afternoon, we continue our journey to Salzburg, the city and birthplace of Mozart.  You may want to take the cable car (on your own) up to the Fortress of Hohensalzburg to view the magnificent Alps of Austria and the flatlands of Salzkammergut on the other side.  Dinner and overnight in Salzburg at the 4* ALL YOU NEED Hotel.

March 24, 2007  BAVARIA / OBERAMMERGAU.  After breakfast we will celebrate Mass at the Baroque “Weiskirche” also called “Church in the Meadows” before we continue our journey to Switzerland.  En route we will visit the Neuschwanstein Castle of “Mad” King Ludwig, which inspired Walt Disney to build his castle in Disneyland.  Dinner and overnight near Oberaminergau at the 4* BAD KOHLGRUP 7 km distance to Obermmergau.
March 25, 2007  OBERAMMERGAU / EINSIDEIN.  After breakfast, we continue to Einsidein, one of the most [popular Marian pilgrimage shrines in Switzerland.  Inside this Benedictine Monastery lies the Lady Chapel, once an altarpiece for St. Meinrad, now the home to the miraculous Black Madonna statue of Our Lady of Einsidein carved in wood, holding the Infant Jesus on her left arm.  Many miracles have been attributed to its intercession over the years.  Dinner and overnight in Einsiden at the 5* DREI KONIGE Hotel.

March 26, 2007  ZURICH.  After breakfast, depart for Zurich where we embark on a panoramic city tour of Zurich.  Afternoon free for shopping / sightseeing.  Dinner and overnight in Zurich at the 4* SWISSOTEL Hotel.

March 27, 2006  DEPART ZURICH.  Today we bid farewell to Central Europe as we depart for the airport for our flight back to the US. 

Tour includes: 12 days 11 nights, breakfast daily, limited dinners, sightseeing city tours with English speaking guide, airport-hotel transfers with luxury motorcoach.

